Read the following extracts and answer the questions at the end of the documents.


Why Boris Johnson won’t have to pay any hospital bills
April 16th, 2020, The Conversation
by Luke Reader

While British Prime Minister Boris Johnson recovers from a life-threatening[footnoteRef:1] bout of COVID-19 that hospitalized him for a week, including three nights in an intensive care unit, he won’t have to worry about medical bills.  [1:  Life-threatening : potentially fatal] 

He will be able to resume leading his country through the greatest crisis it has faced since World War II without that worry for one simple reason, and it’s not that he’s a high-ranking[footnoteRef:2], powerful government official. It’s that he lives in the U.K. [2:  High-ranking : upper class] 

A publicly[footnoteRef:3] funded single-payer system [3:  Publicly : managed by the government] 

The U.K.’s National Health Service, which provides all types of health care – including pharmacies and primary doctors, dental and mental health care, sexual health services, ambulances and hospitals – does not charge for most services. There are modest fees for dental and vision care, as well as prescriptions. But in general, nobody collects patients’ insurance information or credit card details – because they don’t need to. 
Nobody even has to argue with an accountant[footnoteRef:4] at an insurance company about whether a payment should be approved. More expensive treatments and medications are rationed[footnoteRef:5] to some degree, but not based on a patient’s ability to pay for the treatment or an expensive insurance plan that will cover it. (…) [4:  An accountant = un comptable (métier)]  [5:  To ration : to restrict] 

Around 11% of Britons have some form of private health insurance to provide additional coverage outside the National Health Service. But the vast majority of British people don’t deal with insurance companies at all. 
Instead, the NHS is largely funded by income taxes. It also gets some additional revenue from workers, who pay compulsory[footnoteRef:6] national insurance contributions, nominal charges for prescriptions, dental and eye care – and some extra fees like access to hospital parking lots. [6:  Compulsory: required, obligatory. ] 

The NHS covers all those designated as “ordinarily resident” in the U.K. – which doesn’t include tourists and undocumented immigrants, though they can still get emergency services and treatments for communicable diseases like tuberculosis or HIV and the coronavirus, in some cases for free. (…)
Source: adapted from https://theconversation.com/why-boris-johnson-wont-have-to-pay-any-hospital-bills-136107


How much would Trump’s coronavirus treatment cost most Americans? 
Oct. 7, 2020, by Sarah Kliff in The New York Times

President Donald Trump spent three days in the hospital. He arrived and left by helicopter. And he received multiple coronavirus tests, oxygen, steroids and an experimental antibody treatment.
For someone who isn’t president, that would cost more than $100,000 in the American health system. Patients could face significant surprise bills and medical debt[footnoteRef:7] even after health insurance paid its share. [7:  A debt = une dette] 

The biggest financial risks would come not from the hospital stay but from the services provided[footnoteRef:8] elsewhere, including helicopter transit and repeated coronavirus testing. [8:  To provide = to procure, to supply] 

Trump has praised the high quality of care he received at Walter Reed National Military Medical Center, and has played down the risk of the virus. “Don’t be afraid of Covid,” Trump tweeted on Monday, before returning to the White House. “Don’t let it dominate your life.”
Across the country, patients have struggled with both the long-term health and financial effects of contracting coronavirus. Nearly half a million have been hospitalized. Routine tests can result in thousands of dollars in uncovered charges; hospitalized patients have received bills upward of $400,000.
Source : https ://www.seattletimes.com/nation-world/how-much-would-trumps-coronavirus-treatment-cost-most-americans/

Questions
1. Identify the health issue in those documents 
The medical issue is the covid 19

2. Identify the cost of the medical treatment for each politician.
For B.Johnson, the bill was free
For D.Trump, the bill was 100 000$, which were covered by public fundings. D.Trump paid nothing because he was the President of the U.S

3. For a British and an American citizen, how much does this medical treatment cost? 
For an English citizen, the cost is zero.
For an American citizen, the cost of the treatment is more than 400 000$ (339 000 €) 

4. Explain why the cost of this treatment is free for a British patient. Then, contrast with the cost for an American citizen.
A British patient doesn’t have to pay for the covid treatment because it’s a single payer system. It means that each British citizen funds the health care system with his/her taxations and his/her required national insurance contributions. Therefore, they don’t have to pay for a treatment.
However, an American citizen has to pay a bill for each treatment because for an American who does not benefit from government insurance (Medicaid, Medicare, VA), the only option is a private health care system.

5. What surprised or struck you the most in this article? Justify your answer.

6. Get ready to explain this health issue (in the UK and in the USA) simply but precisely to your partners (in about 1min30).
